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Please RSVP to help restaurant setup 
cstohr.aeg.chicago@gmail.com  
  
Online link to be sent later 

 
 

Annual ASCE-AEG  
In-person & Online  

  

Program Topic  
Overflow history of glacial Chicago 

Outlet “Kankakee Torrent” 
 

Speaker  
Brandon Curry, PhD Illinois State      
Geological Survey, Prairie Research  

Institute, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 

When Tuesday, January 17, 2022  

     Where:  Emmett's Brewing Company  
  5200 Main St, Downers Grove, IL  

Free Parking, train station is nearby 
 
Gather @ 5:30 pm Networking, social 

  6:00 pm Dinner   
  7:00 PM In-person presentations  

    
COST:   Order from menu $15 minimum  plus 

tax & tip  
https://emmettsbrewingco.com/menus/  

  $5 suggested donation to support 
Chicago Chapter activities  

No charge for Students and Professors 



January 2023 AEG Chicago 
Meeting  Meeting 

 

January AEG-ASCE Annual Meeting 
 

January 17, 2022 
 

Overflow history of glacial Chicago Outlet “Kankakee Torrent” 
 
 Brandon Curry, PhD  Illinois State Geological Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

Linked and complex relationships of runoff from deglacial sedimentary systems to ocean basins likely 
contribute to the murky global signals of Heinrich Stadial 1 (ca. 17.5–14.5 cal. kyr B.P.). However, precise 
chronologies linking meltwater sources, transport, and oceanic sinks are lacking for this period. A probability 
density function of new and published radiocarbon dates shows Lake Chicago, a large meltwater lake adjacent 
to the Lake Michigan lobe of the Laurentide Ice Sheet, had two highstands, the Glenwood and Calumet phases, 
which occurred from ca. 17.0–15.0 cal. kyr B.P. and 14.0–12.4 cal. kyr B.P., respectively. Ages of the highest 
stands of Lake Chicago and high sediment accumulation rates at 16.5, 16.0, 15.1, 14.1, and 13.4 cal. kyr B.P. 
temporally correspond to large pulses of meltwater recorded in the δ18O values of Globigerinoides ruber (pink 
and white foraminifera) in sediment cores from the Orca Basin (Gulf of Mexico). We demonstrate overflow of 
meltwater via the Chicago outlet during highstands resulted in complex downstream responses, including burial 
of terrestrial plants in scoured alluvial channels, abandonment of riverine terraces, and coeval decreases in Gulf 
of Mexico stable oxygen isotope ratios.  
 

BIOGRAPHY 
Brandon Curry has worked for the ISGS since 1984. He heard about his 
eventual job through a discussion with a relaxed John Kempton at an AEG 
meeting at the White Fence Farm (Terry West is to blame for this happy 
meeting). After accepting the position as a Research Assistant, he cut his teeth 
on midwestern Quaternary geology while characterizing the geology of Kane 
County and environs for the Superconducting Super Collider. He came to the 
ISGS with a Masters in Geology from Purdue University, and earned a PhD 
from the Geology Department of UIUC in 1995. His areas of expertise include 

paleoclimate, paleohydrology, glacial chronology, and geologic mapping. Major projects include the SSC, the 
Martinsville Low Level Radioactive Waste disposal facility, and geology-for-planning studies for Kane and 
McHenry counties. Currently, he is working with David Grimley on a revamped 1:500,000 map of the surficial 
geology of the state, and last year completed much of NE IL.  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL - 2023 
 

AEG MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS - renewals must be done manually for 2023; the 
automatic renewals option has been discontinued.  Contact HQ if you need 
assistance with logging in.  For questions or issues with the membership renewal 
process please contact us at contact@aegweb.org or 844-331-7867. 

https://aeg.memberclicks.net/member-renewal-options 
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AEG CHICAGO Spring 2023 Speaker Schedule 

 
 

Date 
 

Speaker 
 

Title 
AEG CALENDAR – direct link to national and local events 

https://www.aegweb.org/calendar-of-events 

 2023  

January 17, 2023 
ASCE-AEG mtg 

Brandon Curry, Illinois 
State Geological Survey 

 
Jann Hawkins, President 

of the Illinois Junior 
Academy of Sciences 

Overflow history of glacial Chicago Outlet 
“Kankakee Torrent” ASCE-AEG Meeting 

 
MENTORING AND JOB SHADOWING 
by high school students to promote earth 

sciences careers 

February 2023 TBA  

March 2023 TBA  

April 18, 2023 Vince Cronin Jahns Speaker [tentative] 

April 18-19, 2023 Submit abstracts before 
November 14 

Emerging Contaminants in the Environment 
Conference  

https://publish.illinois.edu/emerging-
contaminants-conference/submit-an-abstract/  

May 19-21, 2023 
Ralph A. MacMullen 
Conference Center 

Roscommon, MI 

58th Midwest Friends of the Pleistocene field 
conference; contact  soils@msu.edu 

Spring 2023 Brandon Curry, Illinois 
State Geological Survey 

Mapping the Geology of South Chicago 
w/ possible field trip 

2023 Chuck Ostman 100 year-old steel mill cleanup 

 
 
 
 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL - 2023 

 
AEG MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS - renewals must be done manually for 2023; the 
automatic renewals option has been discontinued.  Contact HQ if you need 
assistance with logging in.  For questions or issues with the membership renewal 
process please contact us at contact@aegweb.org or 844-331-7867. 
 

https://aeg.memberclicks.net/member-renewal-options 
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RETURN of the FOP field conferences! 

 
58th Midwest Friends of the Pleistocene field conference May 19-21, 2023 (Friday-Sunday), near 

Roscommon, in north-central Lower Michigan. The Ralph A. MacMullen Conference Center  
 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79133_79202---,00.html, on the shores of beautiful Higgins Lake 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higgins_Lake, will house us and provide some meals. It is a gorgeous site and a 
highly touted conference facility, with excellent food, options for meetings, and ample opportunities for 
lakeside discussion around bonfire pits. 
 
The tentative title for this meeting is The Glacial and Geomorphic Evolution of the Houghton Lake Basin. 
The schedule is still fluid, but we expect to, as is typical, have a Friday evening ice-breaker, an all-day bus tour 
on Saturday to various pits and sites in north-central Lower Michigan, a Saturday evening banquet, and a half-
day bus-car caravan tour on Sunday. Our focus will be the glacial and post-glacial history of the Houghton Lake 
Basin, which was profoundly influenced by the newly-minted Mackinac Lobe of the Laurentide Ice Sheet. Tour 
stops will include at least the following: water-laid sand and gravel ridges/moraines (two stops), shorelines and 
history of Glacial Lake Roscommon, gullying on the post-glacial (permafrost-affected) landscape, Late 
Pleistocene and early Holocene climatic and ecological history (as determined from lake sediments), and 
eolian/climatic history of the region. We will be rolling out our suite of over 40 new OSL dates on many of 
these features. In short, we will have something for everyone. This FOP meeting is being partially underwritten 
by a grant from the National Science Foundation, which will help keep registration costs down. 
 
This promises to be a well-organized trip, great weather, and good fellowship. Look for follow-up information 
as the date gets closer. If you have questions or comments, please feel free to reach out to Randy and he will try 
to help. And please feel free to distribute this email to others who may be interested.  
 
– send an email requesting to be added to the listserv to Randall Schaetzl,  soils@msu.edu  
 

------------------================--------------- 
West-Gray Scholarship Fund 

Dear Fellow AEG Members: 
 
We want to thank you again for contributing to the West-Gray Scholarship Fund in the AEG Foundation in the 
past. This scholarship supports both scholastic endeavors and field expenses.  
 
Please consider sending a check to support this worthy cause. Please make checks payable to the AEG 
Foundation with the West-Gray Scholarship indicated in the notation line on your check. Send to: 
 
AEG Foundation 
4013 Telegraph Ave 
Suite E 423 
Oakland, CA 94809 
 
Also please encourage students in your area to join AEG and to apply for the West-Gray Scholarship. We 
appreciate your past generosity and look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely yours, Terry R. West and Richard E. Gray  
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MEMBER NEWS 
 

December Meeting Re-Cap 
 
 
The December AEG-Chicago had two speakers from the Illinois Pollution Control Board with 7 

members and 3 visitors attending. The meeting at Emmett’s Brewery was in a private room with excellent 
food and adult beverages [beer brewed onsite is $3].  

Copy of the IPCB presentation was sent separately. If you lost or did not get a copy – email 
chair.aeg.chicago@gmail.com  

Sorry that there are no photos, I got wrapped up in the presentation.  
 
NEWS OF MEMBERS 
 Barnard ‘Barney’ Markunas may have nearly retired from professional practice [Carlson 
Environmental]. Barney had a long, distinguished career which he says may not have yet ended. Mr Markunas 
previously served as Chair of the North Central Section [now Chicago Chapter].  
 
******** 
REMINDER:  Scholarship & Grant Applications are Due January 15, 2023 
AEG scholarship and grant applications are due January 23, 2023.  This is several weeks earlier than in the past.  
Those applying for scholarships and grants are encouraged to carefully read the requirements and, if you don't 
meet those requirements to the letter, then don't apply!  In the past, some applicants have applied to every 
scholarship available, which simply creates more work for the scholarship and grant application reviewers (who 
may hold a grudge!).  In the interest of time management, qualified scholarship and grant applicants should begin 
putting their applications together before the holidays. 
 
******** 
ACTION ITEM:  Chapter Treasuries ==> Time to 'Spend Down' ??? 
AEG has been advised that some chapters have treasury amounts that exceed best practices.  For most chapters, 
a treasury balance of $2,000 to $3,000 is adequate unless there are clear and committed plans for an upcoming 
field trip, workshop, short course, or similar expense that will need more working capital.  (One of the larger AEG 
chapters has a balance of over $90,000 -- which is frowned upon by the IRS.)  It will be a good idea to take a look 
at your chapters' balances, and, if the balance is too high, plan on some local scholarships, or a field trip, or bring 
in a recognized speaker for a meeting, or other responsible expenditure.  
 
FYI – The Chicago Chapter is supporting high school and college students through awards and honoraria. The 
Chicago Chapter Officers do not think that we are sitting on an excessive balance.   
 
 
 

Field Trip in Northern Patagonia 
Dr Jorge Rabassa is leading a geologic field trip based in San Carlos de Bariloche, Northern 
Patagonia, Argentina, spring 2023. If you have an interest in going to this distant location on the 
flank of the Andes Mountains, contact Chris Stohr cstohr@illinois.edu or call 779.234.8721.   
NOTE: not sponsored by the AEG or Chicago Chapter.  



January 2023 AEG Chicago 
Meeting  Meeting 

 

.  
 
 

 

  

Available through website, raymondwiggers.com     
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JOB POSTINGS 
 

 
 

 
 

Bryan Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
17926 Dixie Highway, Suite B 

Homewood, IL 60430 
(708) 922-9020 

https://www.bryanenv.com/  
INDUSTRY EXPERTISE 

RAPID RESPONSE 
WOMAN OWNED 

 
SEEKING PART-TIME TO FULL-TIME POSITIONS 

• Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in environmental engineering, civil engineering, geotechnical 
engineering, geology 

• Knowledge of State and Federal environmental regulations a plus 
• Experience with Phase I and II Environmental Site assessments a plus 
• Strong writing skills 
• Proficient in all Microsoft Office applications 
• Must have cell phone and computer (laptop) 
• Valid Driver’s License 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Corporate and Individual Sponsorship 
Contact Chris Stohr at chair.aeg.chicago@gmail.com for information about 
corporate and individual sponsorship for AEG Chicago Chapter activities 
including: 
• Earth Science Category Senior and Junior level awards, Illinois Junior 

Academy of Sciences 
• Subsidize student attendance at the AEG Chicago Chapter in-person 

meetings 
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Corporate Sponsors 
 
We need your support! If you are interested in becoming an AEG Section Sponsor, please contact any 
Chapter Officer to learn more about the various benefits and sponsorship levels, and to request a copy 
of our sponsorship agreement. 

 
 

 
 

I.E.S Drilling Supplies 
The Midwest’s Largest Inventory of Drilling Supplies 

Conrad Iandola, Owner 
 

104 E. DeVore Street Pearl City, Illinois 
(800) 388-2906 (phone) (815) 443-2893 (fax) 

mudmen@aeroinc.net http://www.iesdrillingsupplies.com 
 
 

Bryan Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
17926 Dixie Highway, Suite B 

Homewood, IL 60430 
(708) 922-9020 

https://www.bryanenv.com/ 

 

 
 
 

Wawczak Family Donation 
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For more information, visit us at https://geology.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-program/online-
graduate-programs-environmental-geology  

 


