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Bridge to
El Quetzal

EWB partners with a Guatemalan community
to replace a broken link in commerce

By Brian Olp

Rattling around the back of a cattle truck,
slowly churning up the side of the Sierra de Santa
Cruz mountains, 17 volunteers from EWB-CPC
ventured into the lush mountains of rural Guate-
mala on March 1.

Launching the end of 6 months of preparation,
volunteers eagerly anticipated the 5-mile hike into
the bridge site and ensuing challenge of erecting a
suspended cable bridge alongside a group of Gua-
temalan villagers whose native tongue is a Mayan
dialect.

Dozens of villagers from the town of El Quet-
zal awaited our arrival as we rumbled down to the
end of the road by the EI Benque River, with our
expedition-sized crew and gear. Brief greetings
were exchanged, while gear was hurriedly
unloaded and dispersed. It was time to go build a
bridge.

Birth of a bridge

TEACH (Towards Educating America’s Chil-
dren) is a non-governmental organization that has
worked in rural Guatemala since 2003, helping
spread education to the indigenous people. The
group funds a teacher for the school in EI Quetzal.

Spanning a river, the bridge forms part of the path connecting the
village of El Quetzal with the nearest larger city, El Estor. It
accommodates both foot and hoof traffic.

My father, Tom Olp, works with TEACH and
received the idea for re-building a fallen pedes-
trian bridge near El Quetzal from Olger Pop, an
agronomist who works part-time for TEACH.

Discussing this with my dad, we thought it
was a great service project and an ideal one for
EWB-CPC to adopt. This was to be the chapter’s
second project since formation.

During the assessment trip of September 2007,
a team surveyed the bridge site and staked out
foundations for excavation. Guatemala bridge
building guru Mike Paddock helped in assessing
the site. An agreement was made between the vil-
lage of El Quetzal and EWB regarding responsi-
bilities for the bridge. Time to get to work!
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President’s Message

Strong projects lay groundwork for continuing growth

I would like to take this opportunity to both
reflect on our chapter’s recent accomplishments as
well as look ahead.

In the last year, we have implemented two
projects that will improve the quality of life in our
partner communities. We’ve built public latrines
and a handwashing station in Cuetzala, Mexico,
and rebuilt a suspension bridge near El Estor, Gua-
temala. In March, we traveled to Niono, Mali, and
have begun planning for a comprehensive storm-
water and sanitation project for that city. Addi-
tional information on all three projects can be
found in this newsletter.

I am very optimistic about the upcoming year.
The Executive Board feels that having challenging
and meaningful projects is the best way to con-
tinue to grow as a chapter. However, we need
help to move new projects forward. We are look-
ing for volunteers to:

1. Build relationships with non-

governmental organizations and other po-

tential project partners

2. Evaluate and then select the best project

opportunities

3. Form a team and move the projects

through the early development phases

If you can help, then please contact me or
Maureen Kolkka, Projects Committee Chair.

In just 12 months, our membership has grown
from 25 to over 100! This is not unique to Chi-
cago, as new chapters around the country are pop-
ping up faster than dandelions in an open field.
EWB members are a creative, dedicated, and tal-
ented group of people committed to improving the
lives of others. They believe that even small con-
tributions can make a large difference. 1 would be
interested in hearing your thoughts on why EWB
has caught on. Drop me a line and tell me what
you think.

Enjoy your summer and hope to see you soon
at an EWB event.

— Riyaz Shipchandler

Questions? Comments? Want to get involved? Contact us!
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Project Feature

Team visits Mali to investigate stormwater, sanitation project

By Maureen Kolkka

Within the last decade, Niono, Mali, has be-
come renowned as the dirtiest town in the country
due to a flooding drainage ditch laced with sewage
and strewn with trash. In response to a former
Peace Corps volunteer’s application
for help with the problem, an EWB-

CPC team trekked to Niono in Febru-
ary to conduct a preliminary investiga-
tion of a potential project.

The team consisted of EWB-CPC Mali
members Eamon Geary, Maureen
Kolkka, and Sue Smith, who also
represented Evanston Lighthouse ;
Rotary; EWB Rocky Mountain ".
member Ray Keller; and project ‘.

o Niono |
initiator Tappan Herer. ‘.‘

As a Peace Corp volunteer, ".‘
Tappan lived and worked in )
Niono in the early 1990s. During © *

a recent return visit, Tappan wit- . ‘i

nessed the deteriorated condition .
of the drainage collector that runs
through the middle of town.

The drainage collector not only floods the resi-
dential area adjacent to it, but also poses a serious
health threat as a consequence of the infiltration of
sanitation waste. The need for a remediation pro-
ject prompted Tappan to complete an EWB project
application.

The purposes of the trip were to:

A Witness the collector first-hand
Visit and photo document the site
Conduct a “lite” survey

Identify where to

build community re-

lationships and gauge

their commitment

A Ascertain the exis-

tence of potential ma-

terial and equipment

sources
A Gather available

technical information.

> > > >

As a result of the trip, it was determined that
the scope of the project was larger than could be
ascertained from the few sheets of paper of the
application. However, on the positive side, the
team began the establishment of relationships with
a local NGO called ALPHALOG, community

leaders, the regional governmental organi-
zation Office du Niger, Rotary Bamako,
Peace Corps, Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration, and the American Embassy.
With the cooperation and assistance of
these agencies, the EWB team is pursuing
additional technical information for the
conceptual design phase. During
that phase, the Chicago team is
focusing on the following issues:
Y. A Storm water management
and flood damage control
A Sanitary sewage collection
A Municipal solid waste

A Potable water supply

It is anticipated that a team will
return to Mali in the fall to conduct
a thorough project assessment.

The drainage collector is a series of stagnant pools
running a length of more than 2 miles during the
dry season. But in rainy season, it swells to flood
the surrounding area, carrying sewage with it.
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