
President’s Notes 
2

Jet Grout Columns
to Control

Foundation
Settlement

3

Section Activities
5

News and Secretary
Report

6

Calendar of Events
8

News Vol. 42, No. 11
December 2001

American Society 
of Civil Engineers

ASCE Illinois Section

INSIDE:

Advertise in the
Illinois Section

Newsletter 
and reach 

almost 2,000 
Civil Engineers in
the Chicago Area.

Call the editor,
Lisa Harbert,

at (312) 819-9776
ext. 308 for details.

result, the fill was lost and the revetments began to erode,
threatening the integrity of precious resources, such as
parks, Lake Shore Drive and other public facilities.

In 1964, the year when Chicago recorded the all-time
lowest water levels on Lake Michigan, the wood piles

became exposed. Exposure
to air caused the piles to
rot, further increasing the
erosion process.  As can be
seen by any visitor to the
shoreline, the deteriorated
structures no longer pro-
vide adequate protection
from flooding of Lake
Shore Drive, a Federal
highway adjacent to the
shoreline, and other public
facilities. This threat of
damage to Lake Shore
Drive prompted the U.S.
Congress in 1974 to 
direct the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to
investigate these and relat-

ed erosion problems along the entire Illinois Lake
Michigan shoreline.

The City of Chicago and the Chicago Park District
worked with the Chicago District U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers on a Feasibility Study, which was used to
determine if Federal assistance should be provided to
protect Lake Shore Drive and the shores of Lake
Michigan from future storm damage and erosion.  
The final Feasibility Report was presented by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers to the U.S. Congress in
1994. The report recommended that reconstruction of
the shoreline be approved and funded in part by the
Federal government.

From this report, the eight most critically damaged
miles of the shoreline were designated for reconstruc-
tion. These areas include portions of the shoreline

(continued on page 4)

The Chicago Shoreline Protection Project

Chicago residents know that the nearly thirty 
miles of Lake Michigan shore line is a play-
ground for millions of visitors that frequent

the Lake daily. It is here that we come to stage our
summer activities, cool off from the sizzling summer
heat or just to sit and enjoy the beauty of nature
against the background
of a world class urban
setting. What is often
forgotten is that Lake
Michigan is a signifi-
cant body of water
capable of producing
enormous winter
storms causing signifi-
cant flood damage to
nearby property.

Much of Chicago’s
shoreline is made up of
fill, an average of 1500
feet wide into the lake.
As the shoreline was
created, the once gentle
profile was transformed
into an abrupt edge. The new geometry allowed for
greater wave heights to be supported by the deeper
water at the shore’s edge. This, in effect, increased the
magnitude of storms which can cause damage.

Early in the 20th Century, Chicagoans recognized the
importance and privilege of living near a body of
water which provided vital transportation of goods
and a steady supply of potable water. It also became
apparent that the shoreline must be protected and
enhanced for it to remain an amenity for the citizens
and visitors of Chicago.

The original manmade shoreline protection structures
are made of stones in a step formation, built between
1910 and 1931. The structures, known as revetments,
consisted of woodpile cribs driven into the lake bed,
filled with stones and then capped with limestones
blocks in the shape of steps. In the 1950s, after many
years of service, the wood piles began deteriorating. As a

The threat of damage to Lake Shore Drive 
prompted the U.S. Congress in 1974 to direct 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to investigate 
these and related erosion problems along 
the entire Illinois Lake Michigan shoreline...

The final Feasibility Report was presented by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 

the U.S. Congress in 1994.
The report recommended that reconstruction 

of the shoreline be approved and funded 
in part by the Federal government.



2 ASCE NEWS Vol. 42, No. 11   Decemberr 2001

ILLINOIS SECTION NEWSLETTER
Mailed to all ASCE-IS dues-paying members

American Society of Civil Engineers
Illinois Section – Zone III – District 8

Editor – Lisa Harbert
Alfred Benesch & Company

205 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60601

(312) 819-9776 ext. 308
email lisa@letsgoyachting.com

Assistant Editor – R. Cliff Galitz
Patrick Engineering Inc.

55 E. Monroe, Suite 3450, Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 201-7929

Copy Editor – Jack Franke
TCDI/Hayward Baker

1477 Barclay Blvd., Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
(847) 484-8112

News Coordinator – Bob Camillone
EnerTronics Engineering Corp.

9245 Calumet Ave., Munster, IN 46321
(219) 836-2120   FAX: (219) 836-1129

Pres. Cleighton Smith  . . . . . .(708) 366-7083
Pres.-Elect John Zimmermann(847) 698-6400
Sec. Don Wittmer  . . . . . . . . .(312) 930-9119
Treas. Thomas Burke  . . . . . .(847) 823-0500

Send change of address notices to the 
Secretary, Illinois Section ASCE, 203 N.  
Wabash, Room 2010, Chicago, IL 60601; or
call (312) 263-1606,  Fax: (312) 372-5673, 
or email at: isasce@mindspring.com

Web Site: http://www.isasce.org

ASCE National Information
Phone: 1-800-548-ASCE
Web Site: www.asce.org
Zone III Administrator
Michael Cook  x6121

Submittal deadline for the January
Newsletter is December 10, 2001

News
ASCE Illinois Section

President’s Notes Cleighton D. Smith

Fortunately, two of our past presidents did a
little bit more. John O’Holleran and Dave
Kendall called and urged that we, the Illinois
Section of ASCE, representing 3,000 local civil
engineers, write a strong rebuttal to the
Chicago Tribune over this article.

Dave drafted the letter and I made some minor
editorial changes to it. Since we are not sure if
the Tribune will print it, I have included the
complete text. Here it is:

“As President of the Illinois Section of the
American Society of Civil Engineers, which has
a membership of over 3,000, I feel obligated to
reply to your headline article: “Big Projects
Lose Luster for Voters,” which appeared in the
October 29, 2001 Chicago Tribune.

“This well-written article summarizes the pub-
lic’s concerns relating to the post September 11
economy, as expressed by a poll conducted in
late October.  The reported results indicate “a
sharply divided constituency when it comes to
embarking or continuing on major government
public works projects in the climate of eco-
nomic uncertainty intensified by last month’s
terrorist attacks”.

“Specifically referenced in the article is the
Illinois FIRST and O’Hare expansion programs.

“As a civil engineer in a leadership role where I
represent many others, I believe I am in an
unique position to respond to the article and
remind the public, as represented in the poll, to
not lose sight of the future because of the emo-
tions of today.   

“We all want to see our tax funds used wisely
in times of plenty as well as in times of uncer-
tainty. It’s only fair and wise to evaluate, and if

necessary, reevaluate public works projects, to
make certain that they meet the needs of the
people of Illinois.  

“At the same time, let’s not forget that the
Illinois FIRST and O’Hare expansion programs
were created because there was, and still is, a
need for these improvements.   

“The article referenced the Hillside Strangler as
an example of an Illinois FIRST project.  For
years the need for that highway improvement
was clear but the construction funds were not
in sight. Tens of thousands of people were
delayed on a daily basis. The economic impact
to our region caused by the traffic congestion
was immeasurable. The improvement is now
under construction and we are all paying for it
directly through Illinois FIRST. 

“The American Society of Civil Engineers pub-
lished in March of this year, a “Report Card”
on the nation’s infrastructure. This effort was
made by our national organization to bring
attention to the fact that the infrastructure of
our nation, the highways, bridges, airports and
water and sewerage systems of our nation are
not being maintained and replaced as needed
for public safety and reliability. 

“As civil engineers, we understand the needs
and feel it is our responsibility to bring these
facts to the attention of the public. The conse-
quences of the neglect sadly become all too
obvious. Bridges have deteriorated, highways
have become unacceptably congested, and the
environment we live in becomes degraded
because of economic decisions to delay infra-
structure improvements.  

Iwould like to focus this month’s 
address on the importance of public 
involvement. 

Towards the end of October, the Chicago
Tribune ran a headline article in their Metro
section entitled, “Big Projects Lose Luster for
Voters”. This article, based on interviews
with a little over 800 registered voters, leads
us to believe that lawmakers should not sup-
port future funding for Illinois FIRST or
O’Hare expansion. Many of you may have
read it, got upset, discussed it in the office,
and then went on with your day.

(continued on page 8)

When you next need materials or geotechnical testing equipment, think of
Geotest Instrument Corp., your local stocking source. Most of our equipment
is made in the Chicago Area. Check out our large inventories, competitive prices
and high quality. Try us if you prefer talking to engineers—
not order takers.
Here are a few of the 100s of items we carry:

Pocket Penetrometers Slump Cones Marshall Machines
Digital Field Scales Triaxial Membranes Ovens
Concrete Test Hammers High Vacuum Pumps Electronic Scales
Asphalt & Concrete Thermometers Load & Proving Rings Sieves

Geotest Instrument Corp. Phone: 847/467-3181
910 University Place Fax: 847/467-3184
Evanston, IL 60201 E-mail: salesgeotestinst.com
Web Address:  www.geotestinst.com

Geotest Instrument Corp. • Geotest Instrument Corp.
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McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science

MASTER OF PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Infrastructure Management
Northwestern University is pleased to call your attention to our expanded curriculum in Infrastructure Management 

within our well-established Master of Project Management (MPM) degree program.  The intent of the Infrastructure

Management specialization is to prepare technically qualified individuals for responsible senior management roles 

in infrastructure planning, design, construction, and operations entities - both public and private. A custom 

tailored series of twelve quarter-courses will be established for each individual with due consideration for his/her 

engineering or science background, current position, and future objectives.  This curriculum offers the flexibility to

explore traditional infrastructure-specific topics, as well as management courses such as project scheduling,

construction management, environmental impact evaluation, engineering law, and dispute resolution.  The program 

is personally supervised by Adjunct Professor David Schulz, who has served for about 20 years in senior infrastructure

related positions at the local and regional government levels and is currently Director of the Infrastructure Technology

Institute.  The program can be arranged to accommodate both full-time and part-time students; most classes are 

offered in the late afternoon or evening on the Evanston campus and are taught by practicing professionals who bring 

a wealth of real-world experience to the course offerings.  The MPM program currently has about 50 students, 

approximately half of whom are part-time. Please contact Professor David Schulz at dschulz@northwestern.edu or the

MPM Program Director, Professor Raymond J. Krizek, at rjkrizek@northwestern.edu for further information or to 

schedule an appointment to discuss this unique opportunity for career advancement.

For additional information regarding this program, visit our WWW site at http://mpm.northwestern.edu/.

The Gerald Ratner Athletics Center at 
The University of Chicago comprises, 
among other things, the Olympic-sized

Myers-McLoraine Pool, a competition gymna-
sium, health club facilities, and a University of
Chicago Hall of Fame. The signature feature of
the Center is the roof - a flattened S-curve,
which appears to float in the air, suspended by
cables attached to five masts that peak 100 to
120 feet from the ground.  

The masts, inclined at 10 degrees from vertical,
are constructed of concrete-filled, steel tube
sections.  Each mast supports several stranded
steel cables. As with any suspension structure,
displacements of the mast could significantly
affect cable length and tension and unfavor-
ably redistribute loads through the superstruc-
ture. Consequently, control of foundation set-
tlement is key to the success of this project.

A shallow foundation system was initially
selected for the structure. However, consolida-

Jet Grout Columns to Control Foundation Settlement
Gerald Ratner Athletics Center, The University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois
Raymond J. Franz, P.E. and Kyle E. Camper, P.E.

tion settlement of stiff silty clay, underlying a
medium dense sand layer, was computed to
lead to total settlement in excess of the project
requirements for the masts. Several foundation
alternatives, including drilled shafts, were eval-
uated. Ultimately, ground improvement, con-
sisting of triple-tube jet grouting, was selected
by the design team to reduce the compressibili-
ty of the silty clay, increase the stiffness of the
sand deposit and maintain the viability of the
shallow foundation system. To the authors’
knowledge, this project is the first application
of jet grout technology for foundation support
in the City of Chicago. 

The triple-tube jet grouting procedures selected
by TCDI/Hayward Baker utilized cutting jets
of high-pressure air and water to erode the soil
along with a jet injecting neat cement grout to
create Soilcrete® columns in both silty clay
and fine sand. 

Close monitoring and control of the rotation
and extraction rate of the jet grout rods, as
well as the injection pressure and flows, led to
construction of consistent Soilcrete columns.
Treated lengths ranged from approximately 18
feet to 30 feet. Test columns were exposed and
probed and determined to be approximately 
3 1/2 feet diameter in the clay and 4 feet in
diameter in the sand.  

Samples of Soilcrete were recovered from the
treated columns for confirmatory testing. 28-
day unconfined compressive strengths of the
recovered samples were tested by Engineering
Consulting Services and ranged typically from
610 to 1,300 psi. Based on the results of the
testing program, the design strength and mod-
ulus values were achieved and settlements
under the maximum service loads are expected
to be less than 1/2 inch. Jet grouting has
proven to be an innovative and cost effective
solution for this project.
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from Montrose Avenue on the north side of Chicago, to 57th Street on the
south, and also the South Water Purification Plant at 79th Street.

In 1996, under the Water Resources Development Act, the U.S. Congress
authorized federal funds for the Chicago Shoreline Protection Project, estimat-
ed to cost $301 million. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, as the Federal
Sponsor, will contribute an estimated $171.7 million. The City of Chicago and
the Chicago Park District, the Local Sponsors, will contribute approximately
$129.3 million. Of this amount, approximately one third, or $42 million, will
be contributed by the State of Illinois through the Department of Natural
Resources.

Through Mayor Richard M. Daley’s involvement and leadership, this ambi-
tious undertaking will be completed by 2005, a full five years ahead of the
original schedule. The agreement between the Federal Sponsor and the Local
Sponsors, was the first agreement that allowed local government agencies to
work alongside the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This unique agreement
allows for the project to be done faster and more economically.

The areas to be reconstructed are divided into small segments, in order to
avoid impacting large portions of the lakefront with construction at any one
time. The contracts for some of these segments (design and construction) are
administered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, either through in-house
staff or outside private consultants, and the others are administered by the City
of Chicago and the Chicago Park District, through private consulting firms. At
every stage of the design and construction of each segment, the three agencies
work together to ensure the success of the project.

One of the highest priorities of the Chicago Shoreline Protection Project
involves the enhancement of public access to the lakefront.  The new revet-
ments are being designed to provide universal access to each level of the revet-
ment for all residents and visitors to the lakefront. Another major priority of
the project is to preserve the look of the ‘step stone’ formation of the revet-
ments, a look unique to Chicago. The modern materials used to achieve this
are steel, in the form of steel sheet piles and H-piles, and concrete, used to
shape the ‘step stone’ formation of the structures. The result is a structure
which preserves the historic look of the shoreline, while at the same time pro-
viding a structure which maintains safe access to the shoreline, with a mini-
mum service life of 50 years–a requirement of any Federally funded project.
With the properly implemented operations and maintenance program required
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, it is estimated that the new revetments
will realistically last closer to one hundred years.

The reconstruction does not consist exclusively of step stone revetments. Areas
such as the shoreline near Fullerton Avenue, 39th Street, and the Morgan
Shoal–a region of high bedrock–near 47th Street, provide opportunities not
only to protect the existing shoreline, but to enhance and diversify amenities.
Examples of the variety of completed structures can be seen at Belmont
Harbor Peninsula, between McCormick Place and 33rd Street (including sig-
nificant improvements to 31st Street Beach), and the segment between 51st
and 54th Streets.

Plans are also underway to address the remaining portions of the shoreline not
presently included in the current Chicago Shoreline Protection Project. When
finally completed, the new shoreline of Chicago will complement the already
unparalleled amenities existing on Chicago’s lakefront.

For more information on the Shoreline Protection Project visit our Web Site at:
www.cityofchicago.org/Environment/html/Shoreline.html

The Chicago Shoreline 
Protection Project (continued from page 1)

Begin the process of mutual consideration, mail/fax
resume with cvr ltr indicating your interest to:

Ethel Doyle, HR, 5420 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie, IL 60077.
email: edoyle@ctlgroup.com     fax: 847-965-0859
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Section Activities
Transportation Group

December Holiday Party
The Transportation Group and the

Younger Member Group cordially invite
you to attend our holiday party on
Tuesday, December 11 at the Rock Bottom
Brewery. There will be free food and lots
of cheer. A cash bar will be available. The
fun starts at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is invited,
so bring a guest. Reservations are not
required, but recommended. Please bring a
toy to be donated to Toys for Tots. 

Rock Bottom Brewery is located on the
corner of State Street and Grand Avenue in
Chicago.

Please call Lisa Harbert at 312-819-9776
ext. 308 or Lharbert@benesch.com for
reservations.

Geotechnical Group
The next meeting will be on December

11, 2001. Social at 5:30 pm, dinner at
6:30 pm, presentation at 7:30 pm. Speaker
and location to be announced via e-mail. 
If anyone is interested in getting on our 
e-mail list, please send your name and pro-
fessional information (including e-mail
address) to Dhooli Raj at Case Foundation
Company (draj@casefoundation.com). 

RSVP: Barb Pries at (312) 263-1606
by Friday, December 7, 2001

Environmental Engineering
& Water Resources Group

Our December 18 meeting will be held at
Greek Islands in Chicago.  Our January
meeting will be held on our normal night,
the second Tuesday of the month, January
8, at the office of Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, Ltd. in Rosemont.

We always welcome new people and
ideas. If you would like to contribute to the
ASCE programming in environmental or
water resources engineering and would like
more information, contact Darren Olson
(847) 823-0500.

Future training this year will likely
include best management practices, a HEC-
HMS seminar, a HSPF course, MT-1/MT-2
training, and a wetlands dinner seminar.

December Meeting Date: December 18,
2001 (Tuesday) 
at Greek Islands 

January Meeting Date: January 8, 2002
(Tuesday) at Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, Ltd.

Time: 5:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Darren
Olson at (847) 823-0500.

Younger Member Group
December Holiday Party

The Younger Member Group and the
Transportation Group cordially invite you
to attend our holiday party on Tuesday,
December 11 at the Rock Bottom Brewery.
There will be free food and lots of cheer. A
cash bar will be available. The fun starts at
5:30 p.m. Everyone is invited, so bring a
guest. Reservations are not required, but
recommended. Please bring a toy to be
donated to Toys for Tots. 

Rock Bottom Brewery is located on the
corner of State Street and Grand Avenue in
Chicago.

Please call Lisa Harbert at 312-819-9776
ext. 308 or Lharbert@benesch.com for
reservations.

We are planning a ski trip for the middle
of December with the student chapter of
ASCE at UIC.  Call Mark Bendok for more
information 312-819-9776 ext. 446.

If you would like to receive monthly e-
mails from the Younger Member Group,
please e-mail Mark Bendok at
mbendok@benesch.com .

Urban Planning &
Development Group
NO MEETING FOR DECEMBER!

Our next group meeting will be on
January 17th 2002. Group meetings are
generally held every third Thursday of the
month.

Our next scheduled meeting is:

Date: Thursday, January 17th 2002

Time: 7:30 a.m.

Place: Denny’s Restaurant
Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois

Structural Group 
The Executive Committee of the

Structural Group would like to invite all
structural engineers to join them for their
annual holiday dinner/social. This will be
an informal get-together to share experi-
ences and celebrate the holiday season.

Date: Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Time: 5:30 p.m. Social
6:00 p.m. Dinner

Place: Mart Anthony’s
155 N. Aberdeen
(Corner of Aberdeen and 
Randolph)
Chicago, Illinois

Cost: $35

Intelligent
Solutions
For a 
Competitive
World

Carter & Burgess, Inc., one of the fastest-growing
design firms in the US (#6 on the Zweig Letter Hot
Firm List), has immediate opportunities in its Warrenville
office. We are looking for civil and structural engineers
at all levels with experience in highway, rail and transit
planning and design. For details, and to submit your
resume online, visit our website or call Karl Fry at
(630) 836-2070.

Carter & Burgess, Inc
4320 Winfield Road
Warrenville, IL  60555
(630) 393-7790  www.c-b.com
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I n an effort to inform Illinois Section members 
of the discussions at the monthly Board 
meetings, the Section Secretary contributes

this monthly article to the newsletter. Any ques-
tions or comments on the Board activities are
welcome and can be sent to the Section office at
the address shown on Page 2.

Illinois Section News & Secretary Report 

■ Treasurers Report

▲ A revised 2001 year-end report was distrib-
uted. The October Income Statement, General
Ledger Trial Balance, and Aged Receivables was
discussed and approved. There was a drop in
Section dues of $3000.  This year’s budget
needs to be created and included into the
newsletter.

■ Group Reports

Each Section Group reported on their past
month’s activities and future group meetings as
noted in the Section Activities portion of the
newsletter. Highlights of the Group’s activities
are as follows:

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 1

▲ The Geotechnical Group did not have a
meeting last month. This month’s meeting is
scheduled for November 13 at Athena
Restaurant in Chicago. The speaker will be
Clyde Baker, Jr. and the topic is “Challenging
Projects and Lessons Learned Drilled
Foundations”. The December meeting is sched-
uled for December 11.

▲ The Structural Group did not have a meeting
last month.  This month’s meeting is scheduled
for November 7 at Maggiano’s Restaurant in
Chicago.  The speaker will be Charles Carter of
AISC on AISC’s Unified Steel Specification.  The
December meeting will be a Holiday Party.  The
January meeting is scheduled for January 16
and the topic is New Advances in Bridge
Design.

▲ The Environmental Engineering and Water
Resources Group held their Group meeting on
October 9.  An introductory FEQ course was
held with 26 attendees.  The Group is co-spon-
soring a FEMA LOMR dinner seminar on
November 14. The next two meetings sched-

uled are November 13 and December 18, 2001.
The first will be held at Christopher B. Burke’s
office in Rosemont at 5:30 p.m.  The second
will be their Holiday Party at Greek Islands in
Chicago.

▲ The Urban Planning & Development Group
held their Group meeting on October 25.  The
Group finalized plans for their November 8
seminar.  The next meeting is scheduled for
November 15 at Denny’s in Oak Brook Terrace.
The Group is hosting a dinner meeting on
Thursday, November 8 at Medinah Country
Club.  The topic will be requirements and pro-
cedures for establishing and tracking public
infrastructure value and maintenance costs
(GASB 34).

▲ The Transportation Group did not have a
meeting last month.  The next planning meet-
ings are scheduled for November 13 and
December 5 at 5:30 p.m. at Knight’s office.  A
technical program on New Software Tools Used
by the Lake County DOT is scheduled for
November 14 at a Lake County location.  The
speaker will be Al Giertych, Assistant County
Engineer for Lake County.  The Group is help-

Construction Services Engineer
PSI has an immediate opening in our Hillside, Illinois office for a degreed civil engineer with 2-5 years of
project engineering experience.   The ideal candidate will be familiar with construction materials testing
and inspection operations, will have had experience interfacing with other engineers, contractors, devel-
opers, architects, and public officials, and is on track to obtain (or currently has) Illinois Professional
Registration.

This engineer will also be responsible for assisting in the oversight a large staff of field and laboratory
personnel, will assist in the management of a unique testing program for nuclear concrete, and should
have excellent communication and organizational skills.

Please refer to our web site at www.psiusa.com for details concerning the PSI organization.

Please send resume to Thomas S. Palansky, PE.  4421 Harrison Street, Hillside, Illinois.  708/449-0500;
fax 708/449-0507.  PSI is an equal opportunity employer.  Salary commensurate with experience and
capabilities.

Environmental
Geotechnical
Construction

Consulting • Engineering • Testing



ASCE NEWS Vol. 42, No. 11   December 2001 7

ing to sponsor a Synchro and SimTraffic course
November 7-9.

▲ The Younger Member Group did not have a
meeting last month.  This month’s meeting is a
presentation on the CTA’s program at Alfred
Benesch.  The Holiday Party is scheduled for
December 11 at Rock Bottom Brewery in
Chicago.  There will be free food and a cash
bar.  All attendees should bring a toy for dona-
tion to Toys for Tots.

■ Committee Reports

▲ Communications Committee Chair Harbert
reported that the deadline for the December
newsletter is November 9 with the lead article
from the YMG while the secondary article is by
the Geotechnical Group.  The deadline for the
January newsletter is December 11 with the
150th Anniversary project and engineers as the
articles.  A sample of Group reports was
emailed to all the chairs.  The lead articles in
2002 will be the Top 10 projects and the sec-
ondary articles will be on the significant engi-
neers of the Illinois Section.

■ Old Business

▲ The 150th Anniversary Committee met to
discuss the list of nominees for significant engi-
neers in the Illinois Section. It was decided not
to call them the Top 10 engineers but to call
them significant engineers of the last 150 years.
An email was sent earlier in the day to the
Board with some background on the selected
engineers. The top 10 projects were discussed
with the Board and then each of the engineers
was discussed.  The projects and engineers will
be featured in the ten issues of the 2002
newsletter. Each group will need to select a pro-
ject and two of the engineers to write about.
These selections should be made to Secretary
Wittmer by Nov. 16. An article will need to be
written for the newsletter and a longer article
will need to be also written that can be included
into the book that is planned for this project.
The committee has also discussed having an
awards / recognition dinner in late Spring to
honor the projects and individuals.

▲ Minority Affairs Committee member
Johnson said that net proceeds from the Golf
Outing were $1300. Follow up needs to be
done with the MWRDGC on any funding they
intended to make. A committee meeting is
scheduled for November 7, meetings are the 1st
Wednesday of the month. There is a core group

of 5-6 people but they are always looking for
new faces.  See Director Johnson if interested.

▲ Past President Kendall will work on the 2002
submittal for the SPAG and Merit Awards that
is due by the end of the month.  These awards
are from ASCE National as seed money for var-
ious activities by the Section.

▲ A report will be presented on the Annual
Dinner meeting at the December Board meet-
ing.

■ New Business

▲ The 2006 National Conference will be held
in Chicago. A committee needs to be formed.

▲ The Zone III Management Conference is
scheduled for February 1 – 3, 2002 in Kansas
City.  The Section will send the three new
Directors to the conference. The president-elect
also plans to attend. The YMG intends to send

two people to the Younger Member Conference
that takes place at the same time.

▲ A discussion occurred on the Annual
Conference that was held in Houston.
Attendees agreed that it was a good conference
and that President Schwartz is a good speaker.
The programs and sessions were informative.

▲ The Annual Report is due to National by the
end of the month.  The Secretary will be putting
it together and will need some information
from the Groups.  The secretary will be in con-
tact with the Groups.

▲ The new Zone III Vice President, Jerry
Rogers from Houston, offered to give a short
presentation on the 150th Anniversary.  He
could possibly attend the EE&WR Group meet-
ing or possibly be the main speaker at the
Student Awards dinner in May.

—By Don Wittmer, Secretary

Seeking Project Engineers and Staff Engineers
CE DESIGN, LTD., a fast growing professional design firm, is looking for
engineers who are motivated and searching for an opportunity to grow
their careers. We take pride in our fast response customer service and our
commitment to on–time, on–budget project completion.

Project Engineer candidates will have an Illinois P.E. license, experience in
all phases of site development, AutoCAD expertise, and be responsible for
project management.

Staff Engineer candidates will have a degree in Civil Engineering,
AutoCAD skills and 0–5 years experience. 

CE DESIGN, LTD. offers a competitive salary along with a solid opportu-
nity for advancement. Our benefits package includes 100%
company–paid medical and dental coverage and a 401(k) program.
Forward resume to:

www.cedesignltd.com
1875– D  Rohlwing Road                 Rolling Meadows, IL   60008

Tel:  847-392-3570                 Fax: 847-392-8252
info@cedesignltd.com
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Calendar of Events
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Dec. 3 Illinois Section Board Meeting

Dec. 5 Minority Affairs Committee Meeting

Dec. 11 Younger Member/Transportation 
Group Holiday Party

Dec. 11 Geotechnical Group Dinner Meeting

Dec. 12 Structural Group Holiday Dinner/Social

Dec. 13 OSHA Steel Erection Standard Seminar

Dec. 14 OSHA Excavation Safety Seminar

Dec. 18 EE&WR Holiday Meeting

2 0 0 2

Jan. 2 Minority Affairs Committee Meeting

Jan. 7 Illinois Section Board Meeting

Jan. 8 EE&WR Business Meeting

Jan. 17 UP&D Group Dinner Meeting

Feb. 1-3 ASCE Zone III Conference

Feb. 19 Washington Awards Dinner

ASCE

Building a Better World

“Although our economy may be sputtering at the moment, we civil engi-
neers believe it will only give the American public a moment to reflect
before the need for change and improvement puts pressure on our region
again.

“We should be asking our leaders to make the right decisions, which are
not always the easy decisions. 

“The Illinois FIRST and O’Hare expansion programs are needed in the
long term and we want to encourage everyone to realize that fact.
Remember, Noah didn’t wait till it was raining before beginning his ark
construction project!

Cleighton D. Smith, P.E., C.F.M., President
Illinois Section, American Society of Civil Engineers”

By the way, the reference to Noah was my idea. I felt that the article had
a better chance of being published if we added a bit of humor!

However, the larger point, regardless of whether the Tribune runs this
piece, is that all of us have a responsibility to stay involved and do what
we can to let our elected officials know how we feel on issues which are
important to us. Many of you helped immeasurably when Illinois FIRST
was initially passed a few years ago. 

There are many ways you can help. There is always the good old-fash-
ioned letter to your Congressman (or Congresswoman). Also, nearly all
elected officials have websites these days. Finally, ASCE headquarters has
an excellent program called their “Key Contact” program. They have a
staff in Washington who stay on top of key issues on Capitol Hill and let
ASCE members know when to write to your elected officials and what to
tell them. If you would like to know more, let me know.

In closing, make a commitment to “Get Involved!!”

President’s Message (continued from page 2)


